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And that’s just the way it is.

——————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR JAPAN

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to rise this evening on behalf of
the people of the State of Ohio to offer
our great heartfelt support to our
brothers and sisters in the nation of
Japan. Every person in the world really
is bound with compassion and with
hope that we can find a way to help
heal the great damage that is occur-
ring there and has occurred. I know
that we have over 12 naval vessels that
have moved across the Pacific to offer
assistance, and nations around the
world will try to help the people of
Japan.

My message this evening is one of
hope to the Japanese people, so many
that I have met in my own career, cer-
tainly their national leaders in the
Diet, in their executives, so many edu-
cational leaders, and just the people of
Japan who have been so kind to us on
our visits there. I hope they know that
Japanese Americans living in our coun-
try, certainly in Ohio’s Ninth District,
are bound with them in an attitude of
rebuilding and healing.

As the State of Ohio’s name mean
“hello,” we offer tonight a very special
hello to the valiant people of Japan.

————

OUR NATURAL RESOURCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LoNG). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January b5, 2011, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I do
echo the comments of my friend from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR). Our hearts do go
out, our prayers do go out for the peo-
ple in Japan, difficult time there.

At the same time, there are so many
people struggling in this country.
There are so many people out of work;
and although in the last week gas
prices have come down some, sadly in
the wake of the Japan tragedy, there is
no doubt speculation will eventually go
back up unless this administration
stops, ceases, desists in putting our
natural resources off limits for our use
to help our economy to create jobs for
our citizens. You know, certainly other
countries welcome the pigheadedness
of those in charge of this administra-
tion who are determined to keep us
from using our own resources.

We had a hearing today in the Nat-
ural Resources Committee, and the
chairman of the Railroad Commission,
the regulating body in Texas, Ms. Eliz-
abeth Jones, had indicated—and I was
not aware of what exactly she had
said—but, apparently, this administra-
tion is making a big deal of reopening
and granting a permit that actually
was not a new permit. This is some-
thing that had been pending that was a
re-release and was not a new permit.
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And how ironic, the ultimate irony,
that this administration’s first sup-
posed new permit would be to a drilling
project in which British Petroleum,
BP, would be the major investor. How
about that? This administration sim-
ply cannot get away from trying to
help their buddies at BP.

It was interesting to hear our friend
across the aisle from Massachusetts in
our hearing today indicate that in the
European waters, off their coasts, they
have the same driller, the same inter-
national companies; and yet, the safety
records over there are much better
than they are in the Gulf of Mexico.
Quite interesting because the only dif-
ference is, in this country, the adminis-
tration is run by those who help out
President Obama, and they have sadly
looked the other way while BP racked
up safety violation after safety viola-
tion, after dozens of safety violations.

In the meantime, the other major
drillers had one, two violations over
the same period. BP racked up dozens
of violations and then hundreds of vio-
lations until they had reached around
800 safety violations. But did this ad-
ministration rein them in? No.

And then we later read that actually
when this administration could not
bring itself to really come down on BP
after the disastrous blowout of the
Deepwater Horizon, that BP executives
were negotiating and working out the
day, the time, the place that they
would come out in support of President
Obama’s and our Democratic col-
leagues’ great pride and joy called the
cap-and-trade bill. I don’t want to of-
fend people by calling it the crap-and-
trade bill, so we will call it the cap-
and-trade bill instead of what I really
think it is.

But they were negotiating to come
out and be the administration’s one big
international energy company that em-
braced this whole cap-and-trade bill.
Why? Because they had special perks
they were getting out of it with regard
to carbon sales, and so they were com-
ing onboard.
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Well, of course this administration
did not want to come down on BP when
they were going to be the big energy
company that came out saying, Yes,
we’re for this cap-and-trade bill. Yes,
we think it’s good. Why? Because we’re
going to get rich off of it even though
Americans are going to be paying out
the nose for energy once this thing
kicks in. Americans will be losing their
jobs right and left; but, boy, we will
make a lot of money because we’re cro-
nies with the administration. So they
were going to come out in support.

The administration didn’t want to
shut them down. They were hoping
that what BP was telling them about it
not really being that big of a deal
would be true. So of course the Presi-
dent didn’t fly down there imme-
diately, like he had said about Presi-
dent Bush that he should have after
Katrina. This President waited and
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waited, really didn’t want to come
down on BP because these were his
buddies that were going to help him
get across the finish line the cap-and-
trade bill. They were the guys that had
safety violation after safety violation.
So it gets a little difficult to hear
friends across the aisle talk about cro-
nyism when we know that when you
really examine the facts where the cro-
nyism lies.

We have heard people talk about how
offensive it was that there were off-
shore leases that had language re-
moved from the pricing from which
royalties were paid that cost the
United States Treasury billions of dol-
lars in royalties that rightfully would
have been the U.S. Treasury’s, except
that our hearings indicated that there
was actually at least one or two people
in the Clinton administration who had
it pointed out, Hey, we need this lan-
guage in here that allows us to get the
amount of royalties we should. But
they were instructed, We are leaving it
out here.

When we had a hearing with a friend
of the Clinton administration, a former
appointee of the Clinton administra-
tion who had done his research, I asked
him why he had not questioned those
people who had ordered that that lan-
guage be kept out. He said, Well, they
left the administration, so we really
can’t question them. They are in the
private sector now.

Well, you do a little further research,
and you find out that the private sec-
tor, these people that cost the United
States Government billions of dollars
and made billions of dollars for the cro-
nies of the Democrats in the Big O0il,
they actually had gone to work for
British Petroleum. How about that. So
to have heard the former Clinton ap-
pointee who did the investigations say,
Well, I couldn’t possibly question these
people because they left, and they were
in the private sector, I was surprised
because if someone intentionally and
knowingly defrauds the government,
it’s a crime. And the FBI doesn’t have
any trouble normally going after folks,
subpoenaing records. They know how
to do it. They do it quite well. But they
didn’t go after these individuals be-
cause—well, they had left government
service, and this one in particular had
gone to work for British Petroleum.
How about that.

So imagine our surprise in 2009 when
we find out that the person who was
most knowledgeable about the lan-
guage being taken out that cost us bil-
lions of dollars and had gone to work
for British Petroleum had now been
brought on to the Obama administra-
tion to supervise these offshore leases.
How about that. Or to quote our friends
from Saturday Night Live: “What’s up
with that?”’ It cost the country billions
of dollars, went to work for British Pe-
troleum, and then you bring them back
on and put them in charge of the off-
shore leases?

Then we find out that those who
worked for the Interior Department,
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